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Burundi 
Officials React to Ambush Against Europeans 


Army Spokesman on Ambush 


LD2003 145995 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] All this morning, up to just a few 
minutes ago, we have been gathering accounts of the 
ambush in Burundi, and the first, from Correspondent 
Muriel Pomponne, is that of Colonel Jean-Bosco 
Daradangwe, the Army spokesman, who gives this 
account of last night’s ambush: 


,Degin recording] [Daradangwe] It was yesterday at 1800, 
Bujumbura local time, that a convoy of vehicles was 
heading into Bujumbura, coming from up-country, where 
some of the Europeans in the convoy had gone to do some 
sports—paragliding, to be exact. They were coming back in 
a convoy, including a number of Burundians as well. They 
were caught in an ambush some five or six kilometers from 
the capital. It was a classic ambush: they were forced to 
slow down because of a bottleneck. At least five vehicles, 
carrying probably some 20 people, were involved in the 
ambush. When they arrived at the point of ambush, some 
of them got out of their vehicles and the attackers began 
shooting, first at their vehicles, in order to immobilize 
them, and then they killed the occupants of the vehicles, 
Europeans and Burundians. 


[Pomponne] So as far as you know, the attackers actually 
saw that they were shooting at civilians, and at Europeans? 


[Daradangwe] Yes, no doubt, since at 1800 in Bujum- 
bura the sky is still very light, so there can be no 
confusion. Also, in the convoy there were absolutely no 
vehicles of a military appearance or coloring. Finally, 
this ambush was targeted against a line of vehicles in 
single file, and the victims were killed at point-blank 
range. [end recording] 


Conflicting Accounts of Ambush 


LD2003203795 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Burundi, the murders com- 
mitted yesterday evening in the south of Bujumbura 
which resulted in the death of three Belgian nationals, 
among others, have led to further violence. Youths 
battled one another with stones, not far from the Bujum- 
bura central market, in defiance of the prime minister's 
appeai for calm. 


The starting point of all this is yesterday’s ambush. 
There are conflicting accounts of this incident. It is 
difficult, for the time being, to know what really hap- 
pened. Let’s turn right now to Thierry Perret for an 


update. 
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| Perret] Yes, the people we have spoken to in Bujumbura 
confirm that there are indeed two apparently conflicting 
versions of the attack on Sunday night now circulating. A 
first version holds that the slaughter was not aimed at 
civilians, and most certainly not at expatriates who were 
on the scene. The curfew was in effect and night had 
already fallen, observed the UN special representative in 
Burundi, and confusion was possible. In support of this 
version, there is one detail: A minibus carrying Burun- 
dian soldiers wearing civilian clothes was among the five 
vehicles caught in the ambush. 


But according to another point of view, the attackers 
knowingly executed the Europeans—remember that three 
Belgians were killed. In fact, it would seem that the first 
shots came from hills overlooking the road, in steep-sided 
terrain a few kilometers from Bujumbura. From a dis- 
tance, the victims may well have been barely distinguish- 
able, but it also seems—according to different accounts 
which all agree on this point—that the Belgian nationals 
identified themselves, but were nonetheless killed by their 
attackers, at point-blank range, according to some. 


Calm Reported in Bujumbura Follewing 
Disturbances 


EA2003161195 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Last night was disturbed by the 
sound of grenades in the districts of Kinama, Bwiza, 
Nyakabiga, and Musaga in Bujumbura. According to 
police sources, no damage was done to life or property. 


This morning, tension grew in the center of town, again 
according to police sources. Everything started when one 
person undressed and took to his heels. This was quickly 
followed by attempts to loot at the central market. The 
toll was one person killed and one wounded. 


The security forces intervened and even led some groups 
toward their own districts. The market emptied and 
closed down. Offices, schools, and shops did the same 
thing, but by midday, the situation had begun to return 
to normal as some banks and shops reopened. The 
security forces were deployed in considerable numbers at 
several strategic points in the capital. 


Gunmen Kill 8, Injure 13 in Bujumbur- Attacks 


EA2103131395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Eight people were killed and 
13 were wounded in an attack in Bwiza district of 
Bujumbura last night. Here is [name indistinct] 
reporting: 


{Correspondent] The attack began just before the curfew 
at around 1900. According to eyewitness accounts, the 
attacks took place at Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh avenues. 
A group of three young people dressed in civilian clothes 
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took Sixth Avenue as far as the Seventh Avenue. Close to 
a bistro in Sixth Avenue, the group started shooting at 
people, killing four people and wounding several others, 
but without damaging any property. 


In the Seventh Avenue, houses came under fierce attack 
and four people were slightly injured. Slight damage was 
also done to property. [passage omitted] 


A number of different people we approached suggested 
that they believed the attackers did not live far from the 
district of Bwiza. 


The residents of Bwiza district deplored the late arrival 
of the security forces. The police intervened straight after 
last night’s attack but only evacuated the wounded 
before departing. As for the gendarmes, they intervened, 
but did so late, according to witnesses. 


There is now an atmospnere of mutual suspicion among 
the people of the district, who fear a major infiltration 
ito the district because people have begun to see unfa- 
miliar faces in the area. [passage omitted] 


In spite of all this, calm was restored just before midday. 
Hutu and Tutsi [word indistinct] were moving around 
freely through the avenues. 


Chad 


American UNDP Employee, 3 Others Kidnapped 


AB2103115595 Paris AFP in French 1100 GMT 
21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ndjamena, 21 Mar (AFP)}—An 
American, working for the UNDP in Chad, has been 
kidnapped along with three other persons by unidentified 
people in the western part of the country, Chadian Interior 
Minister Abderamane Miskine I7z0 announced today. 
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Anthony Johnson, a UNDP employee posted to the 
United Nations Sahel Office [UNSO] was kidnapped 
overnight 19 March night in Mao, Kanem Province, Mr. 
Izzo further told newsmen without giving the kidnap- 
pers’ motive. A Malian citizen, Mr. Johnson’s private 
employee, whose identity was not disclosed as well as 
two Chadians working for the UNSO in Mao were also 
kidnapped, he added. The interior minister expressed 
concern over Mr. Johnson who suffers from diabetes. 


Mr. Izzo went to Mao yesterday, a town located at about 
60 km north of Lake Chad with Lawrence Pope, the 
American ambassador to Ndjamena. The kidnappers, 
who are believed to have “vanished toward the Lake 
Chad area,” had not claimed responsibility for their act 
as of this mornitig, the minister assured people. 


Mr. Izzo added that he had not received any reports of 
military unrest presently taking place in the areas of 
Kanem and of the lake. A Chadian rebel movement, the 
Movement for Democracy and Development, often 
operates in that region close to the border with Niger. 
The minister added that contacts were held with the 
Niger authorities on the kidnapping. 


Interethnic clashes between Fulanis and Toubous 
resulted in 25 deaths last week in the Niger area of Lake 
Chad, according to an “interim” report published yes- 
terday by the local authorities. 


MDD Group Claims Responsibility 


LD2103133795 Paris Radio France Int *rnational in 
French 1230 GMT 21 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] An American working for the 
UNDP has been kidnapped in Kanem province along 
with one Malian and two Chadians. The MDD [Move- 
ment for Democracy and Development] of Moussa 
Medella has admitted holding these people. 
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Somalia 


Factional Fighting Reported Around Baidoa 


AB2003171895 Paris AFP in English 1557 GMT 
20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 20 Mar (AFP)}— 
Travellers reaching Mogadishu from Baidoa, 245 kilo- 
metres (150 miles) to the southwest, Monday (20 March] 
reported factional fighting in the area, ambushes of 
battle-wagons, abandoned villages and insecure roads. 


Baidoa was known as “the city of death” during the 
height of clan warfare following the overthrow of dic- 
tator Mohamed Siad Barre in January 1991, with some 
200,000 people dying from famine and bullets, but it has 
been regarded lately as an oasis of calm in a lawless 
nation. 


The travellers reported that fighting had been going on in 
the region for the past three days between opposing mili- 
tias, with at least two people killed and “many” wounded, 
but a senior aide to south Mogadishu warlord Mohamed 
Farah Aidid denied that Aidid’s Haawiye-based Somali 
National \lliance was trying to capture the city, which is 
held in part by Sab sub-clans supporting the Somali 
Democratic Movement. The aide, Mohamed Osman Hay- 
dara, maintained the fighting was merely skirmishes pro- 
voked by “bandits” rustling camels and cattle. 


One Somali newspaper reported the Somali National 
Alliance had sent seven “technicals’—pick-up trucks 
carrying machine-guns, grenade-launchers and anti- 
aircraft guns—to the region. but that they were 
ambushed, with one gunman killed and one technical 
still missing. 


Haydara said only one technical had been sent to the 
area, “to clear the road for peaceful traffic activities”. 
That was taken as a reference to a projected visit to 
Baidoa by a 15-strong peace mission from neighbouring 
Ethiopia, composed mainly of ethnic Somalis, who 
arrived in Mogadishu Thursday with the intention of 
assessing the views of factional leaders in various parts of 
this Horn of Africa nation. 


The travellers said the road from Baidoa to Mogadishu 
was virtually deserted Monday. 


A conference in Baidoa aimed at uniting Sab sub-clan 
factions ended meanwhile with its only success an agree- 
ment co set up an Islamic court to administer sharia law, 
with punishments including executions, ainputations, 
and floggings. Similar courts have been set up in north 
Mogadishu, under the control of self-styled “‘president 
Ali Mahdi Mohamed, and in three areas of south Mog- 
adishu, as well as the town of Lug, in southwestern 
Somalia. Their supporters maintain the courts have 
made the streets safe. 
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Aidid Meets Delegation of Ethiopian Somalis 


EA2003223495 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 0440 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mohamed Farah Aidid, the 
United Somali Congress and the Somali National Alli- 
ance chairman, received an Ethiopian delegation from 
the Somali community of Ethiopia’s Region Five in his 
office in Mogadishu today. The Ethiopian Somali dele- 
gation, which consists of elders, sultans, and chiefs, 
arrived in Somalia on a fact-finding mission. 


The head of the Ethiopian Somali delegation, Sultan 
Mohamed Hassan Gababi, handed Mohamed Farah 
Aidid greetings from the President Meles Zenawi of 
Ethiopia, in the presence of the Ethiopian ambassador to 
Somalia, Lisan Yohanes. 


Mr. Aidid briefed the delegation extensively on his 
recent peace accord with Ali Mahdi Moha:: cd con- 
cerning the joint administration of the Mogauishu port 
and airport, and on problems created for the Somali 
people by the UN Operation in Somalia [UNOSOM] 
forces. Mr. Aidid also told the delegation that a united 
administration will be set up shortly in and around 
Mogadishu. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 
Museveni Discuses Issues at News Conference 


Denies Kenyan Rebels in Uganda 


AB2003 183395 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Uganda’s President Museveni 
has been talking to the press today in response to Kenyan 
allegations about his links with John Odongo, the refugee 
who President Moi has accused of plotting to overthrow 
his government. Over the last two months, the two 
countries have been involved in a diplomatic wrangle 
over the activities of Odongo’s rebel movement and 
recently, Odongo was expelled from Uganda. But the 
party newspaper, THE KENYA TIMES has persisted 
with allegations that Uganda has been harboring dissi- 
dents, and there have been incidents on their common 
border. Our correspondent, Mv .inbu Wanendeya, was 
at the president's press conference in Kampala. On the 
line, Matthew Tostevin asked him what was said. 


[Begin recording] [Wanendeya] President Museveni said 
that he first met John Odongo in 1972, when he and 
some rebels led by the former President Milton Obote 
invaded Uganda in 1972, and he did not have much ties 
with John Odongo until later in 1979, when President 
Museveni came back to Uganda as defense minister. 


[Tostevin} Then was he saying that John Odongo, 
according to him, is a leader of a rebel movement? 
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{War.endeya] Well, he then went on to say that after this, 
not much was heard about John Odongo. He lived in 
Uganda. Pi esident Museveni says he did not know what 
he was doin, but about two years ago, he said that he 
received inf»rmation that John Odongo had a camp in 
eastern Uginda near the Kenyan border, and was plan- 
ning to launch an invasion from there onto Kenyan 
territory. Sc, he did admit that he does think that John 
Odongo is a rebel leader. 


[Tostevin] And he said that, according to him, Odongo 
was operating from Uganda and carrying out attacks in 
Kenya? 


[Wanendeya] Well, he did not actually admit that Odongo 
was operating from Uganda, but he said that Odongo was 
Organizing and trying to launch an invasion and launch 
attacks from Uganda, and he warned.... [pauses] He says 
that his government had warned John Odongo and his 
rebels, and that when John Odongo’s people ignored the 
warnings, the Ugandan Government Army attacked the 
camp, killed two of Odongo’s men, and arrested Odongo 
and several of his aides and put them in jail, and then they 
were later handed over to the UNHCR. 


[Tostevin] When did this attack on the rebels’ camp take 
place? 


fWanendeya] He says.... [pauses] President Museveni 
says that this attack on the rebel camp took place about 
two years ago. 


[Tostevin] What did Museveni say had been Odongo’s 
involvement in the latest attacks which Kenya has 
accused him of having taken part in? 


{[Wanendeya] Well, President Museveni says that he does 
not know if Odongo had any involvement in these 
attacks. He says that subsequent to that, Odongo’'s 
people were pushed out about two years ago. Odongo 
himself went into Kenya and [word indistinct). He says 
that he had heard that Odongo had launched attacks 
from bases within Kenya so he was not in a position to 
clarify this information, but he said that since this time 
about two years ago, Odongo did not have any bases in 
Uganda. [end recording] 


Says Kampala To Protest to Kenya 


EA2003223895 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1800 GMT 20 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni today confirmed the presence of a Marxist 
rebel group fighting to overthrow the Government of 
Kenya. In his first ever public statement on the ongoing 
February 18 Movement guerrilla saga, the Ugandan head 
of state told a press conference in Kampala that self- 
styled Brigadier John Odongo was the leader of the 
guerrilla movement, adding that Odongo had fought 
alongside former Milton Obote’s army which toppled 
former Ugandan strongman, Idi Amin Dada, in 1979. 
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Museveni said Odongo had tried to attack Kenya from 
Uganda shortly before his arrest and subsequent depor- 
tation to Ghana but was thwarted by the Ugandan Army 
and his moribund group of rebels rooted to unspecified 
bases in northwestern Kenya. [sentence as heard] 
Museveni said that his government will lodge a formal 
protest to Kenya allegedly following incursions by gov- 
ernment forces into Uganda. Last week, the Kenyan 
Government dismissed as baseless similar claims attrib- 
uted to the Ugandan foreign affairs minister. 


Kenya has accused Uganda of harboring the FERA 
[February 18 Resistance Army] rebels whose leader, 
Brig. Odongo, was repatriated to Ghana two weeks ago 
after the Ugandan Government turned down an extra- 
dition order by Kenyan authorities to appear in court for 
waging war against Kenya. 


Denies Support for Odongo 


EA2103102795 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
21 Mar 95 p 1 


[Report by Dan Elwan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Uganda’s President Yoweri 
Museveni says his association with alleged guerrilla 
leader John Odongo dates back to 1972 but denies 
supporting his campaign against the Kenya Govern- 
ment. 


The president yesterday told reporters at State House, 
Nakasero, in Kampala that he first met Odongo during a 
failed attack on dictator Idi Amin’s forces by a combined 
force of Tanzanian soldiers and Ugandan exiles in 
Mbarara. 


Mr. Museveni said Odongo was in ousted Ugandan 
President Milton Obote’s Kikosi Maalum group based in 
Tabora at that time. Odongo went to formally introduce 
himself to Mr. Museveni in Dar es Salaam in 1973 and 
visited him periodically thereafter. 


Mr. Museveni said that Odongo, whom Uganda relo- 
cated to Ghana about two weeks ago, was close to Obote 
because both were Luos. ““The former Ugandan leader 
had some dealings with the late Oginga Odinga and this 
cemented the relationship with Odongo”’. 


However, since Odongo was a leftist, his ideals did not 
go down well with Obote’s Uganda People’s Congress 
Party ideology. Therefore, he did not take part in the 
1979 liberation war of Uganda. [passage omitted] 


Soon after the 1979 liberation war, Odongo was seen in 
Kampala frequently and stayed there during the NRM 
[National Resistance Movement] struggle, Mr. Museveni 
said. “Two years ago, when rebel Odongo started orga- 
nizing clandestine activities against Kenya, he set up a 
base in the Mt. Elgon area on the Ugandan side,” Mr. 
Museveni said. “Despite several warnings from my gov- 
ernment, Odongo went ahead with his mission and I sent 
intelligence sources to find out why he was fighting the 
Kenyan Government”. 
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Mr. Museveni said Odongo ignored his government’s 
warnings and an attack on his camp was led by Brigadier 
Chefe Ali, the brigade commander eastern at that time. 
Two of Odongo’s men were killed and Odongo arrested 
and taken to Makindye military barracks in Kampala. 


Mr. Museveni explained that, early this year, he sent two 
senior government officials, Army Commander Mugisha 
Muntu and Minister of State for Defense Amama 
Mbabazi, to brief President Moi on the Odongo issue. 
“When we arrested Odongo, we handed him over to the 
UNHCR and immediately rang President Moi to inform 
him,” Mr. Museveni said. 


Explaining why he did not hand over Odongo to Kenyan 
authorities, Mr. Museveni said it was difficult “because 
politically it was a problem. We did not want to be 
enemies of Moi or his political opponents but rather we 
wanted to deal with the matter under an international 
framework”. 


Mr. Museveni implied he did not think Odongo was a 
“brigadier”. He said Odonge never fought alongside his 
National Resistance Army like the Rwandan soldiers as 
had been alleged. He said the 12 March attack at Sirisia 
in Bungoma was not conducted from Uganda, stressing 
that his government could not allow such attacks. 


Referring to Uganda’s own internal security problems, 
Mr. Museveni warned: “We shall destroy anybody who 
goes against the Constitution. I am still young enough 
and ready for another round of fighiing if people do not 
want to compromise”. 


Meanwhile, a report from the Sudanese Embassy in 
Nairobi stated that “Brig.”” Odongo was co-ordinating 
his activities with SPLA [Sudanese People’s Liberation 
Army}/SPLM [Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement] 
rebel leader John Garang. The report claimed there had 
been regular contacts and mutual consultations between 
the two groups. 


“Moreover, hundreds of the February Eighteen Move- 
ment (FEM) members were trained inside SPLA camps 
and in the battle zones in southern Sudan. FERA [Feb- 
ruary 18 Resistance Army] new recruits were trained as 
part of an extensive programme in military tactics, 
logistics and use of both heavy and light weapons in the 
rebel- controlled territories of southern Sudan,” the 
report added. 


The embassy claims it has established that FERA had 
been active among the Sudanese refugees in Kenya and 
Uganda, luring them to join it. 
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Uganda’s decision not to hand over Odongo to Kenya 
has soured relations between the two countries, with 
Kenya playing up the refusal as evidence of Uganda’s ill 
intentions. 


Denies Aileged Attacks on Kenya 


EA2103104295 Kampala Radio Ugande Network in 
English 0700 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni 
has advised Ugandans that they use the CA [Constituent 
Assembly] and other available lawful channels to raise 
whatever issues they want in the new constitution. The 
president was addressing a press conference, at State 
House, Kampala, yesterday. 


He answered a range of questions from the press. He 
explained that individuals or groups are free to put forth 
their points or views through peaceful political positions. 


He rejected the idea of anyone taking up arms today for 
any purpose stressing that the NRM [National Fesistance 
Movement] has fulfilled its task of bringing democratically 
elected members of the people to discuss the future of the 
country. He therefore advised all Ugandans to use the CA, 
NRC [National Resistance Council], and RC’s [Resistance 
Councils} at various levels to address all questions they 
have. The NRM will not accept any move by anyone to act 
against the Constitution for any reason. 


Mr. Museveni also dismissed allegations that anyone had 
crossed from Uganda into Kenya and destroyed property 
there, as had been reported in some papers. He assured 
the press that the NRM government would not allow this 
to happen. Turning to corruption the president 
explained that the strategic answer to corruption is to 
reduce drastically the areas where fraud and embezzle- 
ment can take place. He said that, in its attempt to fight 
corruption, the government has adopted the policy of 
privatizing public enterprises. On fears among the 
Muslim community that the NRM is against them, 
(?since) written reports about rebels in some areas, Mr. 
Museveni said that the rebels are simply thugs who do 
not belong to any one particular religion. He therefore 
assured the Muslims that the NRM is determined to 
stamp out this lawlessness but is not targeting any 
particular religion nor community. [passage omitted] 
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Mandela Rejects JFP Ultimatum on Starting 
Mediation 


MB2003 120995 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 20 Mar 95 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Farouk Chothia] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban—President Nelson 
Mandela at the weekend rejected the Inkatha Freedom 
Party’s [IFP] ultimatum for a start to international 
mediation by May 5, setting the scene for an Inkatha 
pull-out from the Constitutional Assembly. 


Inkatha constitutiona' affairs spokesman Sipbo Mzimela 
warned yesterday thai failure to start mediation would 
have “serious repercussions” for the government of 
national unity. 


“Trust will be broken. We'll be suspicious all the time.” 
Inkatha was firm in its resolve to pull out of the 
Assembly if the impasse was not broken and believed 
they ANC would have difficulty in obtaining legitimacy 
for the final constitution. 


“In writing the constitution, you have to carry the whole 
country with you.” 


After a lunch-hour meeting with Zulu king Goodwill 
Zwelithini in Durban on Saturday [18 March], Mandela 
said: “‘Nobody can give us an ultimatum and we do not 
recognise any ultimatum.” 


KwaZulu/Natal premier Frank Mdialose said yesterday 
Inkatha still hoped to “convince” Mandela of the need 
for mediation before the one-month deadline set at 
Inkatha’s recent special general conference in Ulundi 
expired. Mdlalose declined to comment further, saying 
negotiations could not take place through the media. 


One Inkatha source said the party would not back down 
and could decide to send supporters to public National 
Assembly meetings to demand federalism. 


Mandeia said that while the ANC had no intention of 
reneging on the pre-election agreement that brought 
Inkatha into the April poll at the eleventh hour, he did 
not believe there was any issue that could not be 
addressed “in the (interim) constitution. 


“If they are able to convince us that there are things that 
can’t be resolved internally, then we are prepared to 
consider mediation,” Mandela said. 


Inkatha sources said they were still banking on Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki to persuade the ANC leadership 
to agree to mediation, saying Mbeki was more aware of 
the international repercussions if such talks failed to 
materialise. 


Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi said recently that 
the Norwegian government, a long-standing ally of the 
ANC, was willing to play a role in mediation. 
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One ANC source suggested that local mediators could 
also be drawn into the process. Such talks could focus 
solely on the issue of the devolution of powers to 
provinces while issues related to the Zulu monarch 
would be excluded as he was opposed to the talks. 


Some Inkatha sources acknowledged that the decision to 
pull out of Parliament could backfire as the party would 
be unable to intervene in attempts to block the ANC 
from obtaining a two-thirds majority on contentious 
clauses. 


However, ANC refusal to start mediation could give 
Inkatha ammunition for its local government election 
campaign, as it would be able to project itself as a victim 
of ANC domination. 


It is still unclear whether local government elections 
would be held in tribal areas in the absence of mediation. 
Some Inkatha sources said they would prevent the poll 
from taking place in such areas, while other sources said 
the party would give the go-ahead for elections to be 
held. 


Mandela Thanks Queen, United Kingdom for 
Support 


MB2003174595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1632 
GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Cape Town Mar 20 SAPA— 
Democratic South Africa owed much to the support 
received from Queen Elizabeth, her government and the 
people of the United Kingdom, President Nelson Man- 
dela said on Monday. 


Speaking at a state banquet for the queen at a Cape Town 
hotel, he said that welcoming her on South African soil 
was “indeed a noble occasion for us”. 


“Her majesty’s presence here marks the apex of a series 
of high- level visits from the United Kingdom since we 
achieved democracy. It symbolises the warm friendship 
between our countries.” 


South Africa was very pleased to rejoin the Common- 
wealth last June. That joy was all the more profound for 
knowing that the values which the Commonwealth pro- 
claimed were cherished so strongly that racial bigotry 
could not be sustained. 


“We are eager now to play our pari in further cementing 
this bridge between nations, to promote international 
understanding, world peace and prosperity.” 


The Commonwealth combined commitment to the 
noblest human ideals with practical co-operation in 
pursuit of a better quality of life. It represented conti- 
nuity through change, tradition allied with progress, 
unity in diversity, and movement towards a world 
ordered according to the will of peoples—black and 
white, rich and poor, men and women. 
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As such, it was among the most inportant agents in 
meeting the universal challenge as this century came to 
an end, namely the cradicetion of poverty and the 
advanc inent and consolidation of derocracy. [passage 
omitted] 


“These visits...convey to us the strength of the resolve of 
both our nations to tild the closest bonds of co- 
operation.” 


Mandela on Walkabout After Human Rights Day 
Service 

MB2103101695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0930 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


[Report by Angela Quintal] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town March 21 SAPA— 
Pandemoniun broke out in Cape Town’s Wale Street on 
Tuesday morning when President Nelson Mandela broke 
away from tight security and went on a walkabout. 


Disappointec crowds, who were barely acknowledged by 
Queen Elizabeth II as she left St George’s Cathedral after 
a Human Rights Day service. were overjoyed when 
President Mandela walked up to the assembled crowds 
greeting individuals personally. Security, members of the 
public and journalists jostled as they followed the pres- 
ident down Wale Street. 


Scenes reminiscent of rock concerts with hysterica! 
‘young girls abounded. Louise Folliott, 15, was overcome 
by emotion, shouting and screaming to her friend that 
she had shook Mr Mandela's hand. 


“I never got excited until now. He looked straight at me. 
They were pushing me away, but he stretched out his 
hand and I grabbed it.” 


A proud mother hugged her two-year-old toddler, Jade 
Henderson, after Mr Mandela picked her up and hugged 
her. The little girl’s mother said she ws glad they had 
come, they were hoping to see the queen, but Mr 
Mandela’s walkabout had made it worthwhile. 


An excited woman exclaimed: “Ek is mal oor daardie 
man (I am crazy about that man).” 


Distinguished guests at the church service were all but 
forgotten as South Africa hero-worshipped its first dem- 
ocratic president. 
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South African Press Review for 21 Mar 
MB2103 144195 


[FBIS Edivorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Need To Rc.iscmber Apartheid "Cruelty —Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 20 March in its page 6 
editorial says the racial attitudes and “demands of the 
White Right,” and o: some Afrikaner traditionalists, 
“remain a thorn in the side of inter-racial unity.” It took 
Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom “to focus on the 
iniquities of this past and to remind those opposed to an 
open South Africa of the cruelty of apartheid laws that 
brought the world’s condemnation on our heads.”’ The 
“hardships, the losses, and trauma of the apartheid years 
should not be forgotten as we move in the still-early days 
of a democratic South Africa.” 


CAPE TIMES 


1995 Budget Shows ’Good Intentions’\—Finance Minister 
Chris Liebenberg “has erred” in boosting real taxes at 
virtual subsistence level “where life is tough, expectations 
are high and scope for saving nil,” notes the page 8 
editorial in Cap?? on static income levels, which would 
prompt massive socio/political unrest in any case, the 
majority of the population in the new SA deserve a tax 
structure conducive to ra...ng basic living standards.“ The 
government's intention to crack down on “abusive tax 
avoidance schemes“ seems “a little naive“ since “avoid- 
ance as opposed to evasion is, after all, a perfectly legal 
exercise occupying the minds of some of the nation’s top 
experts.“ On balance, however, the 1995 budget is "a 
careful mixture of good intentions and common sense that 
should largely address the nation’s needs.“ 


CITY PRESS 


Criticism of Student "Vandalism and Hooliganism’'— 
Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 19 March ina 
page 14 editorial is “appalled” at the behavior of stu- 
dents at various universities and colleges. ““The trashing 
of premises, flooding of lecture halls and general 
mayhem is totally unacceptable. This message must be 
sent out loud and clear to the students.” The editorial 
concedes that certain structures in the South African 
society “have changed little, if at all, from what they 
were under the old regime,” but changes have to come 
through negotiation—“not demands.” “As we now have 
a government sympathetic to our problems, vandalism 
and hooliganism are inexcusable.” 
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Angola 


President dos Santos Receives UN Envoys 


MB2003 145995 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 20 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos this morning received Ismael Kittani, the UN 
secretary general’s envoy, who has come to Angola to 
assess the implementation of the Lusaka Protocol. Kit- 
tani took the opportunity to deliver a message from UN 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali. 


UNITA Leader Savimbi Meets Catholic Bishops 


MB2003 145595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] His Excellency Dr. Jonas Malheiro 
Savimbi, president of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA], has had a very tight 
schedule in recent days. He has been meeting with a number 
of people to examine the Lusaka peace process. He met U.S. 
Ambassador Edmund DeJarnette on 17 March, and he met 
Ismael Kiitani, special envoy of UN Secretary General 
Butrus-Ghali, on 19 March. Today, he is discussing the 
problems in the peace process with Catholic bishops. The 
bishops, who arrived in Bailundo at 1050 (0950 GMT], are 
led by Cardinal Don Alexandre do Nascimento. 


FAA Renortedly Attacks UNITA Areas in Lunda Norte 


MB2!i: °§ Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in (rts muese 1200 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translared Text] The National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA]-controlled areas of 
Lunda Norte Province have not experienced any peace 
since 14 March. The Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] remain 
unconcerned about the Lusaka peace accord’s impiemen- 
tation and they continue to attack the people. (Donato 
Catanha), our correspondent in the area, reports: 


The FAA forces in (Lusange) used BM-!4 cannons to 
resume shelling the Chitatola and (Mbuia) areas at 1050. 
The Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola Military 
Command in the area reports the shelling is continuing 
and the situation deteriorating as government forces are 
moving in from Andrada, [name indistinct], and Dundo. 
Government forces from Dundo are stealing people's 
possessions in Chivuco and (Metarize). 


Mozambique 


Chissano Opens Assembly With State of Nation 
Speech 

MB2103111895 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The second Assembly of the 
Republic session opened in the Mozambican capital this 
morning. A total of 207 deputies are attending it and 43 
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are absent: one is away due to his work, two others 
justified their absence, but the other 40 did not excuse 
themselves at all. Fmilio Manhique reports from the 
Palace of the Cong: ess: 


In a state of the nation speech to the Assembly, President 
Joaquim Chissano said we are faced with a difficult reality: 
There are widespread shortages and extreme poverty. He 
stressed that we survive thanks, to a large extent, to the 
international community's generosity and costly loans. 
The Mozambican head of state noted that we will have to 
make many sacrifices to invert this situation—in some 
cases, we may even have to change our lifelong habits. 
President Joaquim Chissano explained there is no other 
way out, adding that stagnation, dependence, and loss of 
autonomy are the alternatives. The Mozambican head of 
state also stressed that national development and the 
building of a better future for all are at stake here. He 
called on the poliiical parties, religious and comn.uuity 
leaders, and civilian society at large to give their own 
contributions. President Chissano added that, to make 
those efforts successful, the government is adopting mea- 
sures to restructure and give greater institutional strength 
to certain state sectors. The Assembly of the Republic is 
being restructured so it can adjust to the new multiparty 
reality. It will also be given human and material resources 
indispensable for its normal running. These are measures 
to be implemented by the Mozambican Government to 
ensure the Assembly works more effectively. 


At another point in his speech, President Joaquim Chis- 
sano stressed that the deputies’ physical and moral 
integrity must be protected. He was referring to the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] deputies 
who were beaten up by police in Tete Province’s Mut- 
arara District. The Mozambican head of state described 
as unjust and condemnable any arbitrary behavior, dis- 
criminatory practices, and arrogance concerning the 
rights, freedoms, and physical integrity of the Assembly's 
deputies, irrespective of their political leanings. 


The Assembly is continuing its proceedings. At this 
Stage, the deputies are discussing a draft resolution 
concerning the integration of Renamo deputies in the 
Standing Commission. In the first Assembly of the 
Republic session, the Renamo deputies walked out of the 
room and, as a result, they did not join the commissions 
which were created then. 


Chissano Receives Vietnamese Foreign Minister 


MB1803182295 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 17 Mar 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Vietnam intends to step up 
cooperation with Mozambique in the agricultural and 
tourism sectors. Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Manh Cam arrived in Maputo today for talks, and this 
afternoon he met President Joaquim Chissano for about 
an hour. President Chissano said he was very happy to 
see his friends once again and noted that he is aware of 
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developments in Vietnam. Chissano said he knew the Viet- 
namese were involved in a major reconstruction program. 


At the end of the meeting, Cam said: 


[Begin Cam recording, in Vietnamese fading into Portu- 
guese translation] The president informed us about the 
main tasks the Mozambican Government and people 
need to carry out to reconstruct and develop the country, 
and to strengthen Mozambique’s role in southern 
African development and cooperation. [end recording] 


The Vietnamese official said the two countries have 
many things ia common that should be developed. He 
cited agriculture and tourism as two areas where coop- 
eration could be developed. Vietnam closed its embassy 
in Maputo more than two years ago, and cooperation 
with Mozambique is controlled by the Vietnamese mis- 
sion to Luanda. Nguyen Manh Cam said the embassy 
was closed due to economic problems, but Vietnam 
intends to reopen it in the future. Vietnam has more than 
five [as heard] experts working in the agricultural, health, 
and education sectors. 


Vietnam is a socialist country with a market economy. 
Vietnam supported Mozambique’s national liberation 
struggle at a time when the Vietnamese were pro- 
communist. 


Namibia 


Nation’s First Parliament Meets for Last Time 


MB1703 163095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1554 
GMT 17 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek 17 March SAPA— 
Namibia's first parliament sat for the last time on 
Friday, having scrapped apartheid laws and passed 
important legislation on land, fishing, labour, mining 
and tourism in the five years since independence. Out- 
going opposition members congratulated the SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization] government 
for its fair and democratic rule, while the ruling party 
commended the opposition’s role in helping to build 
democracy. Parliamentary speaker Mose Tjitendero 
described the first five-year term as a learning experience 
to be built on by new MPs who are to be sworn into office 
on Monday [20 March] ahead of independence celebra- 
tions. The National Assembly reconvenes in May, with 
SWAPO holding 52 of the 72 seats. 


President Nujoma Inaugurated for 2d Term 


MB2103120195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1041 
GMT 2] Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA— 
Namibian President Sam Nujoma was inaugurated for a 
second term of office on Tuesday as nis country celebrated 
five years of independence from South Africa [SA]. 


Witnesses to the event were the presidents of Zimbabwe, 
Angola and Botswana, SA Foreign Affairs Minister 
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Alfred Nzo and a host of foreign dignitaries. The anni- 
versary was marked by a full military parade and pre- 
sentation of medals. 


Mr Nujoma, Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugabe, 
Angola’s President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and 
Botswana’s President Ketumile Masire were awarded the 
Order of Welwitschia, Namibia’s highest honour. 


Othe: awards were given to top businessmen, farmers 
and veterans of the liberation struggle, some of whom 
did not survive to see independence and received their 
medals posthumously. 


Anton Lubev*). the SWAPO [South-West African Peo- 
ple’s Org. <1) © advocate assassinated shortly before 
United ~i:ton.- supervised elections that ushered in 
Namib liber tion, was awarded the Order of the 
Eagle an ~ Jependence medal. 


Speaking after his inauguration, Mr Nujoma said 
Namibian independence had brought national reconcil- 
iation, economic diversity and restored the country’s 
territorial integrity. 


“Our country fas undergone a remarkable political 
transformation in these five short years,” he said, sdding 
that his government was now tackling its new enemies of 
poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance. 


Nujoma, Mugabe Address Independence Function 


MB2103081195 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 0600 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Robert Mugabe says 
Zimbabwe is willing and ready to increase cooperation 
with Namibia in the various fields of human endeavor. 
Comrade Mugabe, who is one of several leaders 
attending Namibia’s independence, said cooperation 
will help overcome problems such as unemployment, 
hunger, and poverty. 


Speaking at a dinner hosted by President Sam Nujoma 
for the heads of state and government who are in 
Windhoek to attend Namibia's fifth independence cele- 
brations, the president said since Zimbabwe and 
Namibia signed a cooperation agreement in 1992, the 
level of cooperation has continued to grow. 


President Mugabe said Zimbabwe, like Namibia, 
remains committed to tne success of the Southern 
African Develoment Community, SADC, and that the 
two countries will continue to work closely to ensure the 
success and viability of the organization. But, he said. it 
will be difficult for southern African cuuntries to give 
maximum support to SADC as long as the Angolan 
conflict remains unsolved. 


Speaking at the same occasion, Namibian President Sam 
Nujoma said his government has made enormous strides in 
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bringing about national reconciliation, and in uniting the 
Namibian people, since the country’s attainment of indepen- 
dence. 


Comrade Nujoma said his government will remain com- 
mitted to the goals of building an economically vibrant 
Namibia. The Namibian president, who also pledged to 
eradicate poverty in his country, paid tribute to the 
Frontline states, Cuba, and other members of the inter- 
national community, for the support they gave Namibia 
during its struggle for independence. 


lvujoma Receives Angolan President dos Santos 


MB2103074995 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Angolan head of state Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos has begun an official visit to the 
Republic of Namibia. Yesterday, he held bilateral cooper- 
ation talks with Namibian counterpart Sam Nujoma. 
Alberto de Sousa, our correspondent in Namibia, reports: 


The Angolan head of state will attend the commemora- 
tion of Namibia’s fifth independence anniversary in 
Windhoek. Other heads of state also expected to attend 
the celebrations are Zimbabwean President Rovert 
Mugabe, Ghanaian President Jerry Rawlings, and 
Botswana President Quett Masire, who have already 
arrived in the Namibian capital. [passage omitted] 


Nujoma Commends Frontline States for Support 
in Liberation 


MB2103074895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0720 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA— 
Namibian President Sam Nujoma has commended the 
Frontline states for their steadfast support for his coun- 
try’s liberation struggle, ZIANA national news agency 
reported on Tuesday. 


Speaking at a banquet he hosted for three Frontline heads of 
state and other foreign dignitaries on Monday night to mark 
Namibia’s fifth independence anniversary, Mr Nujoma said 
the Frontline states showed great understanding for Namib- 
ians’ cause and stood firmly behind them. 


“Despite economic difficulties in your own countries 
and continuous destabilisation and armed invasions 
from South Africa, you did not turn your backs on us,” 
Mr Nujoma said. 


He said Botswana, Zimbabwe, Angola, Zambia and 
Tanzania hosted Namibian exiles and treated the sick 
and the injured. Nujoma commended the Frontline 
states for providing Namibian refugees land to farm on 
and to operate schools and clinics as well as opening 
universities to Namibian nationals. ‘““We appreciate this 
selfless support out of the depths of our hearts,” he said. 


Mr Nujoma said the presence of Zimbabwe President 
Robert Mugabe, Eduardo dos Santos of Angola and 
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Ketumile Masire of Botswana was testimony that the 
three Frontline states w-nted to see Namibia grow. 


Nujoma: Cuba ‘True Friend’ of Namibian People 


MB2103090895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0813 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA— 
President Sam Nujoma of Namibia has described Cuba 
as a true friend of the Namibian people for providing 
moral, material and humanitarian support during his 
country’s fight for independence, Zimbabwe’s ZIANA 
news agency reported from Windhoek on Tues:lay. 


“Cuba, as a small island state situated thousands of 
kilometres across the Atlantic ocean, did not flinch when 
called on to come to the aid of the people in need,” Mr 
Nujoma said. 


He said during the armed struggle, Cuban soldiers joined 
their Namibian counterparts and shed their blood for the 
country’s independence. 


“They were shot at, injured, maimed, killed...But Cuba 
stood with us until Namibia finally achieved indepen- 
dence,” said Mr Nujoma. 


Nujoma Carries Out ‘Extensive Cabinet Reshuffle’ 


MB2003104795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1000 
GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek 20 March SAPA— 
Namibia’s President Sam Nujoma on Monday took a 
firm grip on law and order by appointing himself home 
affairs minister in charge of police. 


In an extensive cabinet reshuffle ahead of his ruling 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
party's second five-year term of office, he created the 
post of deputy prime minister filled by former Labour 
Minister the Rev Hendrik Witbooi. Mr Nujoma 
appointed Phillemon Malima as minister of defence and 
gave SWAPO Secretary General Moses Garoeb the 
labour portfolio. Former Finance Minister Gert 
Hanekom was made environment and tourism minister, 
with his place in finance taken by former Fisheries 
Minister Helmut Angula. Former Home Affairs Minister 
Hifikepunye Pohamba takes over fisheries. 


The Education and Culture Ministry was split with 
Nahas Angula taking over tertiary education and voca- 
tional training and John Mutorwa in charge of basic 
education and culture. Responsibility for prisons was 
removed from the home affairs portfolio, with former 
Works Transport and Communication Minister Marco 
Hausiko taking over as minister of prisons and correc- 
tional services. Former Keetmanshoop Mayor Hampie 
Plichta was made minister of works transport and com- 
munication. Former Justice Deputy Minister Reinhold 
Rukoro was appointed attorney-general. 
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There were no changes in the ministries of Foreign 
Affairs, Mines and Energy, Trade and Industry, Infor- 
mation and Broadcasting, and Youth and Sport. 


Further on Cabinet Changes 


MB2003 192595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1730 
GMT 20 Mar 95 


[Report by Jonathon Rees] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Windhoek 20 March 
SAPA—On the eve of Namibia’s fifth independence 
celebrations, President Sam Nujoma on Monday reshuf- 
fled his cabinet and appointed himself home affairs 
minister in charge of police. This makes him head of 
both police and the armed forces. 


Opposition DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alliance] 
leader Mishake Muyongo said the move was an admis- 
sion government had failed to deal effectively with crime 
and gave the president too much power. 


In an extensive cabinet reshuffle ahead of his ruling 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
party’s second five-year term of office, Mr Nujoma 
created the post of deputy prime minister filled by 
former Labour Minister Rev Hendrik Witbooi. Hage 
Geingob stays on as prime minister. 


Foreign guests, among them the presidents of neigh- 
bouring Zimbabwe, Angola and Botswana, began 
arriving in the capital on Monday. Messages of congrat- 
ulation came from around the world, including one from 
Namibia’s former colonial power Germany. 


South Africa, which held colonial sway over then South 
West Africa for 55 years, is sending Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo to attend President Nujoma’s inauguration. 


Members of the 72-seat National Assembly, to be dom- 
inated for the next five years by 53 SWAPO members, 
were sworn into office on Monday afternoon by Chief 
Justice Ismael Mohammed. 


President Nujoma appointed new ministers of defence; 
labour; home affairs; environment and tourism; works, 
transport and communication: fisheries and marine 
resources; and finance. 


He told a press briefing at State House his appointment 
as home affairs minister, with responsibility for civic 
affairs and police, underscored the importance his gov- 
ernment attached to law and order. 


The president split the Home Affairs Ministry to create 
a new Prisons and Correctional Services Ministry; and 
divided Education and Culture into new ministries 
responsible for basic education and tertiary education. 
[passage omitted] 
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New Cabinet List 
MB2003 134695 
[FULS Editorial Report] Johannesburg SAPA in English 
at 1323 GMT on 20 March reports that on 20 March, 
Namibia’s President Sam Nujoma announced his new 
cabinet for his second five-year term of office. SAPA 
then provides the following “‘full list”: 


TITLE NAME DEPUTY 

Prime Minister Hage Geingob Rev Hendrik 
Witbooi 

Minister of Home Sam Nujoma Jerry Ekanjo 

Affairs 

Minister of Foreign Theo-Ben Gurirab Netumbo Ndaitwah 


Affairs 


Minister of Defense 


Phillemon Malima 


Erikki Nghimtina 


Minister of Labor Moses Garoeb Kohn Shaetonhodi 
Minister of Mines Andimba Toivo Ya Jesaya Nyamu 

and Energy Toivo 

Minister of Ben Amathila Daniel Ntjongarcro 
Information and 

Broadcasting 

Minister of Tertiary Nahas Angula Buddy Wentworth 

Education and Voca- 

tional Training 

Minister of Basic John Mutorwa C Bohitile 


Education and 


Culture 

Minister of Justice Ngarikutuke (to be announced) 
Tjiriange 

Minister of Regional | Libertine Amathila Ben Ulenga 

and Locai Govern- 

ment and Housing 

Minister of Trade Hidipo Hamutenya Wilfred Emvula 

and Industry 

Minister of Health Nickey lyambo (to be announced) 

and Social Services 

Minister of Environ- | Gert Hanekom Nangolo Ithete 

ment and Tourism 

Minister of Works, Hampie Plichta Klaus Dierks 


Transport and 
Communication 


Minister of Fisheries | Hifikepunye Abraham lyambo 
and Marine Pohamba 

Resources 

Minister of Lands, Richard Kapelwa- Hadino Hishongwa 
Resettlement and Kabajani 

Rehabilitation 


Minister of Finance 


Helmut Angula 


Barmenas Rick 
Kukuri 


Minister of Youth 
and Sport 


Pendukeni Ithana 


Martin Kapewasha 


Minister of Agricul- 
ture, Water and 
Rural Development 


Nangolo Mbumba 


Stan Webster 


Minister of Prisons 
and Correctional 
rvices 


Marco Hausiko 


M Hubschle 
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Cote d’lvoire 


Government Security Forces Arrest Over 900 People 


AB1903180995 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 1230 GMT 19 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Following the adoption of a 
series of anticrime measuies by the government, Security 
Minister Gaston Ouassenan Kone and his men this 
weekend combed certain districts of Abidjan and 
Aboisso. During the crackdown, the security forces car- 
ried out thousands of identity checks, and more than 900 
suspects were arrested. This exercise did not take place 
without a brush with gangsters. On the night of 17 
March, some elements of the State Security Police Force 
patrolling the Deux Plateaux district foiled a carjacking 
attempt. [passage omitted] As far as Minister Kone is 
concerned, these exercises are a warning to those who 
still doubt the government’s intentions. 


[Begin Kone recording] The exercises we are undertaking are 
intended to search for criminals who seek to cause harm to 
our country, your country, therefore, this roundup exercise 
does not mean that you are all criminals. There are some 
criminals among you. We are going to take your fingerprints, 
and we will check through our files to find out those among 
you who are wanted by the police. We will detain those who 
are known and wanted by us, but those who are innocent 
citizens, and who have never committed any offense will be 
released. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Chief Tamba Taylor Meets Conflict Negotiating Team 


AB1703221495 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 2000 GMT 17 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the proposed 
National Council of State of Liberia, Chief Tamba 
Taylor, has held discussions in Accra with the Northern 
Conflict Permanent Negotiating Team. The meeting, 
which was held behind closed doors, also considered how 
best the experiences of the team could be used to bear on 
the situation in Liberia. 


According to the chairman of the team, Akwamuhene 
{[Akwamu chiefj Dr. Obiri-Yeboah, Chief Tamba 
expressed his gratitude to President Jerry Rawlings and 
Ghanaians for their efforts to bring peace to Liberia. 
Chief Tamba Taylor proposed the formation of a West 
African regional council of chiefs to mediate in conflicts 
in the region. Akwamuhene Dr. Obiri- Yeboah said Chief 
Tamba indicated his wish to form a council of tradi- 
tional rulers as the national house of chiefs. 


Kpomakor: ‘Confusion’ at Accra Peace Talks 


AB1903 190395 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 19 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The current round of peace 
talks over Liberia, which started in Ghana six months 
ago, seems to be unraveling, and according to some 
people, at least the key players in the deadlocked peace 
process will have to go back to the drawing board. 
Today, the man who would be out of a job if everything 
were going smoothly, the chairman of the Council of 
State, David Kpomakpor, told Liberians that in the 
absence of a cease-fire there was no point in setting up a 
new interim government. From Monrovia, our corre- 
spondent Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


Speaking at a press conference here today, Kpomakpor 
said: There is fighting just about everywhere right now, 
and that means there is no cease-fire. Kpomakpor 
announced that tomorrow he will travel to Accra at the 
invitation of ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] Chairman Jerry Rawlings for consulta- 
tions. He said that during his talks with President 
Rawlings, he will propose disarmament before the 
seating of any new governm: “i in Liberia. He said that 
he was confident that his demand to priontize disarma- 
ment would not be rejected. 


Asked about the status of the current peace plan concluded 
during the last Accra conference. Kpomakpor said that: 
What came out of Accra was confusion, inconsistency, and 
recriminations. He went on: Until ECOWAS Chairman 
Rawlings can give some clarification, ours is the only 
government on the ground in Liberia. 


Kpomakpor lamented the impending withdrawal of the 
Tanzanian troops, and he appealed to the United States, 
the United Nations, and the international community to 
replenish the UN-created Liberia Trust Fund, which 
financed the operations of the extended ECOMOG 
[ECOWAS “—ease-Fire Monitoring Group] force. 


Meanwhile, a dozen of Charles Taylor's former fighters 
yesterday disarmed to the African peacekeeping force in a 
brief ceremony at the peacekeepers’ headquarters. General 
Nelly Dan and Colonel Kwame, who were among the 
combatants demobilized, said they are tired of fighting. 
They said: We have been fighting for five years, and we 
have realized that killing Liberians is a waste of time. 


Asked how she reached the peacekeepers, Gen. Dan said 
she fled to Ivory Coast [Cote d’Ivoire] at night upon 
hearing that Taylor had executed several generals for 
selling out his central Liberia Gbarnga headquarters to 
rival militias last September. For his part, Kwame said the 
peacekeepers were wasting their time by constantly talking 
peace. They should enforce disarmament. They can talk 
for the next 100 years, but Taylor will not disarm. 


Heads to Accra for Talks 


AB2003153095 Paris AFP in English 1357 GMT 
20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, March 20 (AFP)— 
Liberia’s outgoing interim president David Kpomakpor 
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on Monday [20 March] left Monrovia for the Ghanaian 
capital Accra and talks on ending his country’s brutal 
five-year-old civil war. 


Liberian radio said Kpomakpor would “press for a 
complete ceasefire as a pre-requisite for the seating of the 
incoming transitional government” agreed on among the 
country’s rival faction leaders in December. 


Implementation of that accord, mediated by Ghana, has 
since been delayed by a failure to agree on the exact 
membership of the new Council of State, which is to 
replace the current collegiate presidency and prepare for 
elections by the end of this year. 


Before heading for Accra and talks with Ghanaian Pres- 
ident Jerry Rawlings, Kpcmakpor held talks here with 
delegates from the rival factions and representatives of 
the government, the international community and relief 
agencies, an official statement said. 


He cailed on the warring parties to respect a December 
ceasefire pact, which has been followed by sporadic 
fighting in different parts of the west African nation. 


The statement said that according to those consulted by 
Kpomakpor, the conflict was due to “lack of proper 
communication between fighters and their commanders”. 


The outgoing president appealed for further international 
aid and for backing for the eight-nation African peace- 
keeping force despatched to Liberia by the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States (ECOWAS) in August 1990. 


The statement said he deplored a recent Tanzanian 
decision to pull its 800 men out of the force, which is 
known as ECOMOG, at the end of the month, thus 
cutting the body down to 9,000 men. 


ECOMOG is led by Nigeria, which has provided the bulk 
of its troops, and was some 18,000 strong at its biggest. 
Its main tasks have been to protect the capital Monrovia 
and the port city of Buchanan. 


Ghana currently chairs ECOWAS. 


Renewed Fighting Reported Between ULIMO Factions 


AB2003 194995 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 20 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The two wings of Liberia’s 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia] faction are at each other’s throats again. From 
Monrovia, our correspondent, Nyenati Allison, telexed this 
report: 

Fresh fighting broke out east of the Tubmanburg 
highway this morning, forcing civilians toward 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] checkpoints on the 
highway. A market woman, whose clothes were stained 
with blood from a wounded person she was carrying, 
said they were caught in crossfire while buying food. The 
fighting is taking place in an area that has been contested 
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by the two rival factions of ULIMO. Some flecing 
civilians said that at one point the sound of heavy 
bombardment drowned small arms fire as the fighting 
seemed to be drawing closer. 


At the same time, reports coming from Bong Mines, an 
abandoned mining town 26 miles north of Monrovia, 
speak of a worsening situation where some 22,000 civil- 
lans were trapped by a wave of renewed hostilities 
between Roosevelt Johnson’s faction of ULIMO and 
Charles Taylor. A report by the Catholic human rights 
commission said that between five and six women, 
children, and the elderly are dying of siarvation and 
malnutrition every day. The report blamed Charles 
Taylor’s fighters for atrocities in the area, saying, in one 
instance, 300 civilians in search of food in the riverside 
town of Hendi were ambushed and killed by militiamen. 


Niger 


Government, Tuareg Rebels To Resume Talks 25 Mar 


AB2103091095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Niger Government and the 
Tuareg rebels will resume talks on 25 March. The 
dialogue will take place in a foreign country which has 
not yet been agreed upon. Burkina Faso and Togo are, 
however, tipped to host this new meeting aimed at 
preparing the 9 April peace agreement which, in theory, 
will definitively end the Tuareg rebellion which has 
existed in the north of Niger since 1991. This agreement 
will therefore follow the 9 October one which led to the 
restoration of a six-month truce which ends on 9 April. 


Nigeria 


Government Reacts to U.S. Stand on Coup Plot 


AB1703215595 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 17 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Military Government 
sayS appointment of a panel to investigate the circum- 
stances surrounding the failed coup plot and the level of 
involvement of the detained persons and those still at large, 
is an internationally accepted thing to do in such a situa- 
tion. In a reaction to a recent statement from the U.S. 
Department of State on the matter, the Federal Military 
Government says the United States should have waited for 
the outcome of the panel before the pronouncement. 


It described the U.S. statement as suggesting that the 
American Government is more interested in the fate of a 
few individuals allegedly involved in the coup plot than 
those of all Nigerians and Nigeria. 


The Federal Military Government reaffirmed its com- 
mitment to ensuring the security of all Nigerians. It said 
it is determined at all times to see that the rule of law as 
enshrined and guaranteed in the laws of the country, is 
upheld. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


14 WEST AFRICA 


It concluded that the coup plot is a condemnable act in 
any society, more so when the government is determined 
and, indeed, in the process of handing over power to a 
democratically elected government. 


Gen Abacha Swears In New Executive Council 


AB2003 184995 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 20 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Portfolios for tie 36-member 
reconstituted Federal Executive Council have been 
announced. The portfolios were made known today in 
Abuja by the head of state, General Sani Abacha, while 
swearing in the new executive council. 


Mr. Michael Agbamuche retains his post as minister of 
justice and attorney general of the Federation; Alhaji 
Gambo Jimata, minister of agriculture; Alhaji Abu 
Gidado, minister of state for finance; Professor Ademola 
Adesina, minister of state for agriculture. 


Others are Air Commodore Nsikak Eduok, aviation; 
Rear Admiral Isaac Ariola, commerce and tourism; 
Major General Tajudeen Olanrewaju, communications; 
Mr. Mohamed Tahiru Liman, education; and Mrs. Iyabo 
Anisulowo, minister of state for education. 


They also include Chief Anthony Ani, minister of 
finance. Others are Lieutenant Gen. Jerry Useni, min- 
ister of Federal Capital Territory [FCT]; Mrs. M.T. 
Clark, minister of state for FCT; Chief Tom Ikimi, 
minister of foreign affairs; Alhaji Idrissu Kpaki, minister 
of state for foreign affairs, Dr. Ikechukwu Madubuike, 
minister of health; while Mr. David Sadauki is the 
minister of state in the ministry: 


Others are Lt. Gen. Muhammadu Haladu, minister of 
industries; Dr. Walter Ofonagoro. information and culture; 
Alhaji Baba Gana Kingibe, internal affairs; Alhaji Uba 
Ahmed, labor; Mr. Ayo Ogunlade, planning; Chief Dan 
Etete, petroleum resources, and Dr. Kabiru Chafe, minister 
of state in the ministry; Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu, power and 
steel, while Prof. Iweze Hagher is the minister of state. 


Others are Brigadier Gen. Samucl Momah, science and 
technology; Alhaji Kaloma Ali, solid mineral resources; 
Maj. Gen. Ibrahim Gumel, transport; Alhaji Aliyu 
Yelwa, water resources: Ambassador Judith Attah, 
women affairs and social welfare; Maj. Gen. Abdulkarim 
Adisa, works and housing, with Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu 
as minister of state; Chief Jim Nwobodo, youth and 
sports, while three ministers were given portfolios of 
special duties. These are Alhaji Wada Nas, Dr. Lazarus 
Unaogu. and Wole Oyelese. 


Three ministries were scrapped. They are police affairs, 
state, and local government affairs. 


Sierra Leone 


Town of Bo ‘Virtually Besieged’; Road Links Cut 


AB2103092795 Paris AFP in English 0152 GMT 
21 Mar 95 


[By Chris McCall] 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bo, Sierra Leone, March 21 
(AFP)—The graffiti signed by the rebel RUF on the burnt 
out tanker says “Bo is not our target.” But it would be hard 
to convince the million or so people in and around Sierra 
Leone’s bloated and virtually besieged second city. 


An influx of displaced persons since late December has 
swollen the population of town, 170 kilometres (105 
miles) east of the capital Freetown, bringing it to four 
times its pre-war size. 


The administrative head of the south, provincial secre- 
tary Solokor Bockari, told AFP that yet more displaced 
persons were arriving daily in the city, which can now 
only be reached safely by helicopter since road links have 
been cut. Military operations to reopen the main route to 
Freetown were underway Monday. 


Just outside the city, groups of farmers and their families 
stand by the roadside after trekking across marshland to 
flee recent rebel attacks around the town of Moyamba, 
100 kilometers (62 miles) southeast of Freetown. Trucks 
stand parked on the main routes out of Bo as the latest 
operations left the main access highways unsafe. 


Electricity is only available at night and even then most 
streets are in pitch darkness, lit only by small traders’ 
kerosene lamps. 


Soldiers in unmatching uniforms brandishing rifles are a 
common sight in most parts of the town. Petrol is just 
one of many goods in short supply. 


An AFP journalist saw a soldier whipping one woman as 
angry market traders crowded outside the local office of 
the National Provisional Ruling Council (NPRC), the 
junta that has ruled the poverty-striken West African 
country since a coup in April 1992. The whipping 
followed a market raid where several traders, accused of 
selling rice twice the normal rate, were detained. 


Some 200,000 people are living in three giant camps just 
outside the city. The largest, Gondama, houses 90.000 
people, mostly living in shacks of mud and sticks. 


Displaced people desperate for food are stripping the 
surrounding land of tree cover to plant crops, while others 
scrabble for diamonds in the banks of the Sewa river. 


A few miles from Bo, an Italian run road construction 
project stands in ruins after the rebel Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) inflicted multimillion dollar 
damage over Christmas, depriving many townspeople of 
their jobs. 


Yet soldiers and military commanders here have still no 
Clear idea who they are fighting, how the rebels are being 
funded or what they want. 


They can only describe it as “an all-out attempt to 
destroy the infrastructure of the country.” 
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